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RESOURCE PACKAGE 
 

BC Water Funders & Leaders Workshop: 
Collaboration to Advance Freshwater Protection  

 
October 23rd, 2017 

 
Resource Package Overview:  
 
This resource package includes highlights from BC freshwater initiatives in five thematic areas: 
Policy Innovation; Indigenous-Led Approaches; Watershed Governance; Keeping Water on the 
Agenda; and Pooling Water Knowledge. Background briefs in each of these areas focus on 
activities undertaken in the past 6 months, building off of the November 2016 water leaders-
funders workshop and the Spring 2017 B.C. Freshwater Community Updates document and 
webinar. Please note these briefs are a snapshot of activities provided by water leaders/funders, 
and not a comprehensive or complete description of the work underway in these areas.  
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Readings Package: 
 

(1) A Revitalized Water Agenda for B.C.s Circular Economy 
 

(2) June 2017 First Nations Water Governance Roundtabe 2-page summary. 
 

(3) Collaborative Consent and B.C.'s Water: Towards Watershed Co-Governance 
(executive summary) 

 

(4) Between Law and Action: Assessing the State of Knowledge on Indigenous Law, 
UNDRIP and Free, Prior and Informed Consent with Reference to Fresh Water 
Resources (executive summary) 

https://poliswaterproject.org/files/2017/07/BCWaterAgenda.pdf
https://poliswaterproject.org/files/2017/09/CollabConsentReport.pdf
https://www.wcel.org/sites/default/files/publications/betweenlawandaction-undrip-fpic-freshwater-report-wcel-ubc.pdf
https://www.wcel.org/sites/default/files/publications/betweenlawandaction-undrip-fpic-freshwater-report-wcel-ubc.pdf
https://www.wcel.org/sites/default/files/publications/betweenlawandaction-undrip-fpic-freshwater-report-wcel-ubc.pdf
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1. Policy Innovation 
Overview:  
 
With the change in government and record forest fire season, Water Sustainability Act 
implementation updates are minimal from the past six months. The Minister of Environment and 
Climate Change Strategy’s primary engagement on the freshwater file to-date has been the 
Hullcar Situation Review, for which Oliver Brandes was commissioned to develop the 
Recommendations Report. This final report will be released in the coming weeks. POLIS is 
exploring a potentail webinar for water leaders/funders with government staff to receive policy 
updates in November.  
 
Snapshot - Water in the Political Context: 
 

➢ Platform Commitments: the lead up to the 2017 provincial election, the elected 
government committed to leadership on a number of key items related to watershed 
governance and freshwater protection. These commitments included: 

➢ Reviewing the Water Sustainability Act to ensure that high volume water users 
are paying for access fairly, and that drinking water sources are protected; and 

➢ Working with First Nations to improve relations, to reduce conflict on the ground 
and in the courts by ensuring decisions affecting land, air and water respect the 
law, and allow all British Columbians to benefit from the sustainable development 
of natural resources while also preserving healthy lands, resources and 
ecosystems for present and future generations.  

 
For a list of all platform commitments related to freshwater protection see Canadian 
Freshwater Alliance’s BC Election Guide.  

 
 Ministerial Mandate Letters  Ministerial mandate letters for BC's new government 

contained some important directives for freshwater management and governance. In 
particular, the Premier directed the Minister of Forests, Lands, Natural Resource 
Operations and Rural Development to: 

 
➢ Work with the Minister of Indigenous Relations, First Nations and communities to 

modernize land-use planning and sustainably manage BC's ecosystems, rivers, 
lakes, watersheds, forests and old growth. 

 
Mandate letters for all Ministers also emphasized government's commitment to true, 
lasting reconciliation with First Nations and made it clear that BC will be fully adopting 
and implementing the United Nations Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples 
(UNDRIP), and the Calls to Action of the Truth and Reconciliation Commission. 

 
 

https://action.bcndp.ca/page/-/bcndp/docs/BC-NDP-Platform-2017.pdf
http://www.freshwateralliance.ca/bc_election_guide
http://www2.gov.bc.ca/gov/content/governments/organizational-structure/cabinet/cabinet-ministers
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Related Initiatives and Resources: 
 

➢ A Revitalized Water Agenda for B.C.’s Circular Economy: Released July 2017 by 
POLIS, this document provides the rationale for a provincial focus on water and offers a 
ten-step plan to implement a revitalized water agenda. See readings package. 
 

➢ Okanagan Environmental Flow Needs Project (2015-2017): This fall, OBWB is 
piloting the two EFN methods defined in phase I, Tennant and WUW, with preliminary 
results in December 2017. The project is on track for having the 19 pilot stream EFN 
calculations developed by fiscal year end. Having had a flood/drought in the same year 
has provided some interesting challenges and opportunities for streamflow data 
collection. OBWB is planning a joint meeting with CWRA for November 20th 2018 that 
will provide a focused forum communicating out on the Okanagan EFN work as well as 
other case examples across the country.   
 

 First Nations Fisheries Council has developed a resolution on the need to immediately 
develop a consultation framework with the provincial government for BC’s Water 
Sustainability Act for consideration by the First Nations Summit, BC Assembly of First 
Nations, and Union of BC Indian Chiefs as the First Nations Leadership Council. This 
resolution passed at the June 2017 UBCIC Chiefs Council meeting and will be put 
before the FNS and BCAFN at their respective meetings this October.     
 

➢ WWF-Canada is in initial stages of establishing collaboration/partnership(s) with First 
Nations in the Skeena. The focus of this work includes water, fish and Indigenous led 
initiatives such as: water governance; implementation of the Wild Salmon Policy; and 
development of Indigenous-led water objectives and land-use planning; protection of 
high-valued conservation areas, etc. 
 

➢ Forthcoming report from Canadian Freshwater Alliance: “Water Sustainability and 
the City” which discusses environmental challenges in urban watersheds in BC; 
provides an overview of tools that currently exist to improve urban watershed 
sustainability; and assesses how the Water Sustainability Act could be leveraged to 
address identified urban water management challenges. 
 

➢ The Lower Mainland Flood Management Strategy (LMFMS) is a collaborative 
initiative that has the participation of 50 governmental and non-governmental agencies 
working together to reduce vulnerability and increase resilience among Lower Mainland 
communities from major Fraser River and coastal flooding. The Fraser Basin Council 
(FBC) serves as facilitator and project manager. The key outcome of phase 1 was an 
analysis of Fraser River and coastal flood scenarios – both present day and year 2100. 
Phase 2, now underway, is aimed at developing a regional flood strategy report and 
recommendations for action. A First Nations-led Secretariat is proposed to facilitate the 
gathering and integration of First Nations interests and perspectives within the Strategy. 
An Environment Advisory Committee has been established to help integrate 
environmental values into the Strategy.  

https://poliswaterproject.org/polis-research-publication/revitalized-water-agenda-british-columbias-circular-economy/
http://www.obwb.ca/efn
http://www.floodstrategy.ca/
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2. Indigenous-Led Approaches 
 
Overview:  
A demonstrated appetite exists from water leaders and water funders to better understand how 
to further support the advancement of Indigenous co-governance of watersheds in BC. There is 
also recognition of the need of Indigenous communities to have a clear understanding of their 
own watershed planning priorities, water values and laws, and watershed governance 
mechanisms before (or in parallel with) engaging in co-governance. Several Indigenous 
communities are articulating their water laws, prompting an emerging discussion about how 
Indigenous water laws may ultimately inform WSA regulatory development. 
 
Related Initiatives and Resources: 
 
 First Nations Fisheries Council: 

o Water for Fish Strategic Plan: In August 2017 FNFC’s Water for Fish  (WFF) team 
completed a strategic planning process for “Phase II” of the program which will begin 
in April 2018. Supported by a Policy Development Initiative grant through the New 
Relationship Trust, the planning process consisted of a series of three roundtables 
hosted by the FNFC between May and July 2017: 
• Current Opportunities to Advance Aboriginal Water Rights in BC – Legal 

Roundtable (Friday, May 26th in Vancouver), a ½ day session that convened 
leading lawyers and legal experts in Aboriginal law; 

• BC First Nations Water Governance Roundtable (June 28th & 29th in Smithers, 
co-hosted with the Centre for Indigenous Environmental Resources), a 1-½ day 
session convening 15 First Nations staff and leadership that are actively leading 
freshwater planning, management and governance activities in their territories; 

• The FNFC & the Future of First Nations-led Water Governance (July 18th in 
Vancouver), a facilitated 1-day session with FNFC staff and advisors to 
determine key objectives and activity areas for Water for Fish Phase II. 
 

o As part of this work, the FNFC also completed a briefing note prospectus on 
Sustainable Funding for BC First Nations freshwater planning and governance 
activities in September 2017. This prospectus contains various short, mid and 
long-term recommendations and options for BC First Nations Leadership Council 
and Chiefs to consider bringing forward to advance funding options. The 
prospectus will be presented to the Council in Fall 2017, and pending approval, 
will be shared with the First Nations Leadership Council. 
 

o WFF staff have incorporated the Roundtable outcomes and the sustainable 
funding prospectus into a 3-year plan for the Water for Fish program (2018-
2021), and began engaging funders from the philanthropic and government 
sectors in September 2017. 
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 West Coast Environmental Law : In September 2017, WCEL and UBC released the 
report: Between Law and Action: Assessing the State of Knowledge on Indigenous Law, 
UNDRIP and Free, Prior and Informed Consent with reference to Fresh Water Resources. 
The goal of the report is to support debate on the implementation of UNDRIP with respect to 
fresh water issues, through providing a synthesis of existing research knowledge and 
identifying knowledge gaps. WCEL’s Revitalizing Indigenous Law for Land, Air and Water 
project is also ongoing - see this video. 

 
 CIER & POLIS report: Collaborative Consent and B.C.’s Water: Towards Watershed 

Co-Governance. Released September 2017, this report takes a detailed look at 
collaborative consent and its applications for freshwater governance in B.C., including in 
WSA implementation. 

 
 Indigenous Law Research Unit (ILRU): ILRU and the Environmental Law Centre at Uvic 

are undertaking a three-year project on Indigenous and colonial water laws. Now in year 
two, Val Napoleon and Deborah Curran (UVic Law and Environmental Studies) are working 
with the Tsilhqot’in National Government, Cowichan Tribes and Lower Similkameen Indian 
Band to uncover their Indigenous water laws and introduce them to the broader watershed 
community to explore what Indigenous law means for watershed management. The report 
on the Tsilhqot’in laws is in draft form, with workshops taking place in the Cowichan and 
Similkameen this fall and in January 2017. Draft reports for all communities will be 
workshopped with each community in spring 2018 with the intention of introducing aspects 
of Indigenous water laws to the wider watershed communities in fall 2018. 

 
 The Treaty 8 Water Initiative intends to catalyze the co-creation of a new Nation-to-Nation 

water governance relationship between Treaty 8 Nations and non-Indigenous governments. 
The goal is to build and leverage political strength across Treaty 8, and strategically apply a 
range of water management tools and governance approaches (including the Mackenzie 
River Bilateral Agreements). The initiative is currently being led by BC T8 Tribal Association, 
with support for content development and coordination  from strategic advisors (including 
CIER-POLIS), and Tides Canada. A workshop is being held in Fort St. John in November 
with BCT8 leaders and staff to determine water priorities and opportunities for collaboration 
between Nations 
 

 CIER-POLIS Water Governance Support Program is partnering with three Indigenous 
communities in different regions in BC (Fraser, Okanagan, Columbia) to support their efforts 
to engage in and lead water governance. The program is assisting in the research and 
development of a community "water agenda," coordinating water workshops to convene key 
community members, staff, experts;  and other related activities. 

 
 Canadian Centre for Policy Alternavives – BC Office, Fracking, First Nations and 

Water (June 2017): The report's recommendations include developing new water co-
governance regimes with First Nations and increasing industrial water use fees to fund 
monitoring and protection 

  

https://www.wcel.org/sites/default/files/publications/betweenlawandaction-undrip-fpic-freshwater-report-wcel-ubc.pdf
https://www.wcel.org/sites/default/files/publications/betweenlawandaction-undrip-fpic-freshwater-report-wcel-ubc.pdf
https://www.wcel.org/sites/default/files/publications/betweenlawandaction-undrip-fpic-freshwater-report-wcel-ubc.pdf
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=3Q8zkz25Rj8
https://poliswaterproject.org/polis-research-publication/collaborative-consent-british-columbias-water-towards-watershed-co-governance/
https://poliswaterproject.org/polis-research-publication/collaborative-consent-british-columbias-water-towards-watershed-co-governance/
https://www.policyalternatives.ca/sites/default/files/uploads/publications/BC%20Office/2017/06/ccpa-bc_Fracking-FirstNations-Water_Jun2017.pdf
https://www.policyalternatives.ca/sites/default/files/uploads/publications/BC%20Office/2017/06/ccpa-bc_Fracking-FirstNations-Water_Jun2017.pdf
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3. Watershed Governance  
Watershed governance involves reorganizing and nesting decision-making approaches to align 
with the watershed/ecological boundaries. Successful models of watershed governance are 
strongly influenced by local priorities, geography, history, culture, and economics. In all cases, 
the ultimate goal is healthy functioning watersheds and to ensure sufficient, clean fresh water 
now and into the future as the foundation of both resilient communities and a robust economy. 
Co-governance between Indigenous and non-Indigenous governments is recognized as a 
“winning condition” for watershed governance. Developing innovative forms of collaborative and 
consent-based watershed governance can provide a pathway to realize the B.C. government's 
commitment to implementing UNDRIP and building respectful nation-to-nation relationships.  
 
Related Initiatives and Resources: 
 
 BC Freshwater Legacy Initiative:   

The BC Freshwater Legacy Initiative emerged as a strategic initiative of the BC Water 
Funders Collaborative. In 2016, members of the Collaborative—including the Real 
Estate Foundation of British Columbia, the Gordon and Betty Moore Foundation, and the 
Sitka Foundation—recognized the growing momentum behind improved watershed 
planning and governance in British Columbia and combined their resources to create the 
BC Freshwater Legacy Initiative. Drawing on local experience and expert advice, this 
initiative has been developed to help catalyze strategic partnerships and make capacity 
investments in leadership and innovation at the watershed scale to advance freshwater 
sustainability throughout B.C. 

 
The BC Freshwater Legacy Initiative will focus its support in the following areas: 

● Catalyzing pilot projects in partnership with multiple levels of government and 
local communities to test and implement innovative watershed governance 
approaches and tools, including those enabled by the Water Sustainability Act. 

● Supporting and learning from indigenous capacity and leadership in 
watershed governance.  

● Amplifying leading edge place-based and community-driven initiatives 
seeking to advance freshwater protection through collaborative watershed 
governance. 

● Creating a lasting legacy for British Columbia by enabling the scaling up of 
new and innovative watershed governance approaches. This includes: 
support for the development of sustainable funding mechanisms to build 
collective capacity, facilitating peer-to-peer learning between leaders and 
regions, and the sharing of best practices. 

 
The Legacy Initiative is a project on Tides Canada's shared platform. 
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 Cowichan Watershed Board governance initiative: In September 2017, the Cowichan 
Watershed Board and it partners, Cowichan Tribes and the Cowichan Valley Regional 
District, initiated an internal workshop series that will explore and clarify how authority 
can be shared between the key local decision makers and the Board. These workshops 
will help to define and enhance existing relationships in order to advance co-governance 
in the watershed. This work is a step towards preparing the Cowichan Watershed Board 
to be ready to engage in discussions with province regarding delegated authority as 
enabled under the Water Sustainability Act. The workshop series is supported through 
funding and capacity support provided by the BC Freshwater Legacy Initiative, which is 
also providing support to Cowichan Tribes to increase capacity to engage in these 
discussions 
 

 Nechako Watershed Roundtable (NWR): The NWR is a relatively new watershed 
organization working to advance the health of the Nechako watershed. The Fraser Basin 
Council presently provides the coordination and secretariat services for the Roundtable. 
The current priorities of the Roundtable are to advance implementation of the Nechako 
Watershed Strategy and to secure longer-term financial stability. The NWR is one of two 
pilot projects pursuing sustainable funding mechanisms with support from the 
Sustainable Funding for Watershed Governance Initiative. 
 

 CIER & POLIS’s Collaborative Consent - Towards Watershed Co-governance: lays 
out a viable model for achieving a critical shift towards more equitable nation-to-nation 
relationships between Indigenous and non-Indigenous governments, with a specific 
focus on freshwater governance in B.C. 
 

 West Coast Environmental Law, Paddling Together: Co-governance Models for 
Regional Cumulative Effects Management:  The paper seeks to better understand the 
legal framework for cumulative effects management in Canada today and focuses on 
solutions that move beyond reactive, proponent-driven project-based assessment and 
operational permitting, to focus on the big picture at the strategic and regional level 
 

 Watersheds 2018! June 4-6, 2018 in Smithers, BC:  Watersheds 2018 will be a 2.5 
day hands-on event that builds directly on the learnings and successes of Watersheds 
2014 and 2016. Through panel sessions, field trips, breakout workshops and structure 
peer-to-peer learning, participants will build skills and enhance capacity for watershed 
governance in British Columbia. Watersheds 2018 will have an overarching focus on 
‘planning for success’, water-centric land use, and building robust and innovative 
partnerships. The agenda will blend practical insights from those working on the ground 
(and in the water) with big ideas and emerging innovative solutions from across B.C. and 
other regions 

 
 
 

http://www.cowichanwatershedboard.ca/
http://www.cowichanwatershedboard.ca/
http://www.fraserbasin.bc.ca/Nechako_Watershed_Roundtable.html
https://poliswaterproject.org/files/2017/09/CollabConsentReport.pdf
https://www.wcel.org/publication/paddling-together-co-governance-models-regional-cumulative-effects-management
https://www.wcel.org/publication/paddling-together-co-governance-models-regional-cumulative-effects-management
https://watersheds2018forum.wordpress.com/
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4. Keeping Water on the Agenda 

 
 

Overview: 
Building active freshwater constituencies in B.C. is required to sustain public interest and 
pressure for freshwater protection—a critical element of achieving the overall goal of high bar 
implementation of the Water Sustainability Act. Building momentum will be particularly important 
in B.C. in 2017 and beyond to elevate water as a strategic priority for B.C.’s newly elected 
government.  
  
 
Related Initiatives & Resources: 
 

➢ Canadian Freshwater Alliance - Our Water BC 
○ Over the summer, CFA and Our Water BC campaign partners Watershed Watch 

Salmon Society and Fraser River Keeper collected petition signatures for a water 
pricing review and environmental flows regulations throughout the Fraser Valley 
and on Vancouver Island. 

○ CFA is currently in the process of hiring a BC freshwater communications lead to 
drive Our Water BC campaign communications and digital engagement on 
provincial and local water challenges and opportunities. This communications 
lead will work to test messaging and target audiences to continue to grow reach 
and effectiveness while communicating to the public about our shared waters in 
BC. 

○ Our Water BC and campaign partners are currently meeting with MLAs 
throughout the Fraser Valley and Vancouver Island to highlight current local 
water challenges and opportunities for action on implementing phase 2 of the 
WSA regulations. 

○ Our Water BC is holding meetings with partner organizations in local 
communities across the Fraser Valley and in the Comox Valley on Vancouver 
Island throughout the fall to establish community needs/resources, priorities and 
next steps for advancing the freshwater conversation with the public. 
 

➢ Watershed Watch Salmon Society  worked with SFU and UVic to put out a press 
release about the issue of closed floodgates in the Fraser Valley, and about a legal 
review done by UVic’s environmental law centre. 
 

➢ POLIS Op-Eds highlighting BC’s critical moment on freshwater policy and need for a 
revitalized water agenda; collaborative consent; and how water can help fulfill the B.C. 
government's core commitments (with additional Tyee Op-Ed on these themes to follow 
in Oct/Nov 2017) 

 

http://www.freshwateralliance.ca/our_water_bc
https://www.watershed-watch.org/2017/10/new-reports-show-both-impact-of-flood-infrastructure-on-salmon-and-huge-gap-in-oversight/
https://www.watershed-watch.org/2017/10/new-reports-show-both-impact-of-flood-infrastructure-on-salmon-and-huge-gap-in-oversight/
http://policyoptions.irpp.org/magazines/august-2017/a-critical-moment-for-bc-on-freshwater-policy/
http://vancouversun.com/opinion/op-ed/opinion-splash-of-innovation-a-new-water-agenda-for-b-c
http://vancouversun.com/opinion/op-ed/collaborative-consent-is-path-to-govern-according-to-undrip
http://www.timescolonist.com/opinion/op-ed/comment-b-c-s-water-management-stuck-in-crisis-mode-1.22915813
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5. Pooling Water Knowledge: Water Monitoring & 
Reporting 

Overview:  
A growing appetite exists to identify the opportunities and gaps related to water quality and 
water quantity measuring and reporting in British Columbia. Across sectors, there is recognition 
of the need to understand the state of B.C.’s water and watersheds to facilitate planning and 
effective decision-making. With the implementation of the WSA, there currently exists a window 
of opportunity to articulate a shared vision for effective water monitoring and reporting in B.C. 
and identify the challenges and opportunities that exist for community-based monitoring, water 
monitoring technology, and provincial guidelines regarding data availability and accessibility. 
  
Related Initiatives and Resources: 
 
 National Draft Policy Paper for Community Based Monitoring: Living Lakes Canada is 

working in collaboration with the Gordon Foundation and WWF-Canada to research and 
develop principles, best practices and recommendations for how CBM can be integrated into 
departmental work, and how strategic investments can support this initiative. The 
recommendations are intended to provide direction for future federal policy related to CBM, 
with the federal government as a primary target audience—specifically departments 
engaged in monitoring (e.g. ECCC, DFO, NRCan, INAC, Health Canada).  The Paper will 
also seek support for the development of a roundtable on CBM to consist of cross-sectoral 
stakeholders (ENGO, academic, governmental (e.g. CABIN rep), CCME reps). The draft 
recommendations will be circulated at the Hub Dialogue on November 29th-30th with the 
goal of submitting a final version prior to next federal budget release (March 2018). 

 
 Provincial Inventory Landscape Scan of Water Monitoring & Reporting Activities in 

BC (June 2017 - Ongoing). The BC Water Funders Working Group on Water Monitoring & 
Reporting has initiated a research project to conduct a high level inventory scan of water 
monitoring initiatives in BC. The Project is being carried out by the Okanagan Basin Water 
Board under the guidance of a Scan Steering Committee with representatives from the 
OBWB, Pacific Salmon Foundation, Columbia Basin Trust, Environment and Climate 
Change Canada, First Nations Fisheries Council, Living Lakes, and the BC Ministry of 
Environment. The scan will inform a roundtable discussion to be held in December 2017. 
 

 Living Lakes Sensitive Habitat Inventory Mapping (SHIM): Living Lakes has entered into 
a partnership with the Okanagan Nation Alliance and Ktunaxa to ascertain habitat values for 
assessing opportunities for salmon reintroduction for the Canadian Columbia River 
Intertribal Fisheries Council. Living Lakes is also doing this SHIM work on Lake Koocanusa 
transboundary reservoir. 

 
 Webinar - Pooling Water Knowledge: Strengthening BC’s Water Monitoring (October 

4, 2017) Hosted by POLIS and the BC Water Funders Collaborative, this webinar explored 

http://www.livinglakescanada.ca/news/open-source-data-hub-dialogue-towards-a-columbia-basin-water-monitoring-framework/
https://youtu.be/nyUEP7VX3hU
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the questions: Why are groups collecting data? What decisions are groups seeking to 
influence? What are the challenges and opportunities of pooling water knowledge? 
Presenters Anna Warwick Sears (OBWB) and Carolyn Dubois (Gordon Foundation) shared 
their efforts to improve water monitoring and reporting in B.C. watersheds. 

 
 WWF-Canada Watershed Reports: A National Assessment of Canada’s Freshwater 

(2017) The report reiterated that Canada lacks a national system to collect or share 
information about the health and quality of Canada’s watersheds. Almost two-thirds of sub-
watersheds are lacking the data necessary to paint a baseline picture of watershed health. 

 
UPCOMING EVENTS: 
 
 Open Source Water Data Hub Dialogue: Towards a Columbia Basin Water Monitoring 

Framework (November 29-30, 2017, Invermere BC). Convened by Living Lakes Canada, 
Columbia Basin Watershed Network & Selkirk College, the goal of this gathering is to create 
a collective vision for modernizing shared water data with useful, reliable and open source 
water data that  is freely accessed and evaluated by users.  Participants will work to address 
the water data gaps identified in the Columbia Basin Trust’s  Feb 2017 report:  Water 
Monitoring and Climate Change in the Upper Columbia Basin.  Participants will examine 
best practice examples from Canada and the U.S. and learn about water monitoring and 
open source data storage from the perspectives of  government (all levels), Indigenous and 
non-Indigenous water stewardship groups, engaged industry sectors, and academia. 
 

 BC Water Funders Lunch ‘n Learn Webinar Series:  Pooling Water Knowledge in BC:  
Regional Perspectives on Water Monitoring & Reporting  (November 14, 2017 12-1:30). 
This webinar will feature two recent regional initiatives regarding the state of water 
monitoring and reporting in British Columbia. Presenters Dr. Gilles Wendling, GW Solutions 
and Dr. Martin Carver, Aqua Environmental Associates, will share the results of their recent 
work in the Peace River and the Upper Columbia Basin respectively, including 
recommendations for future water monitoring initiatives. A formal invitation and RSVP 
request will follow. For now, please save the date in your calendars. 

 
 BC Water Funders Collaborative Roundtable: Developing a Shared Vision for Water 

Monitoring & Reporting in BC (December 11, 2017, Vancouver, BC). Convened by the 
BC Water Funders Collaborative, this roundtable will bring together 15 key leaders in the 
field across sectors to share their knowledge on water monitoring initiatives and develop a 
shared vision for water monitoring and reporting in BC. The roundtable is collaboratively 
funded by Okanagan Basin Water Board, Real Estate Foundation of BC, Environment 
Canada and Climate Change, Columbia Basin Trust, Pacific Salmon Foundation, the BC 
Water Funders Collaborative and the Ministry of Environment. It is anticipated that 
recommendations regarding future opportunities for water monitoring in BC will be 
developed and communicated in early 2018.

http://www.wwf.ca/conservation/freshwater/watershedreports/
http://www.wwf.ca/conservation/freshwater/watershedreports/
http://www.livinglakescanada.ca/news/open-source-data-hub-dialogue-towards-a-columbia-basin-water-monitoring-framework/
http://livinglakescanada.us15.list-manage1.com/track/click?u=16ba32c59b7e75c1a88310bb6&id=48e1563010&e=2098483c13
http://livinglakescanada.us15.list-manage1.com/track/click?u=16ba32c59b7e75c1a88310bb6&id=48e1563010&e=2098483c13
http://livinglakescanada.us15.list-manage1.com/track/click?u=16ba32c59b7e75c1a88310bb6&id=48e1563010&e=2098483c13
http://livinglakescanada.us15.list-manage1.com/track/click?u=16ba32c59b7e75c1a88310bb6&id=48e1563010&e=2098483c13
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Appendix: Fall 2016 Workshop Outcomes at a Glance 
 
 

Gov’t WSA 
Update 

● WWF & Living Lakes to send national CBM report to government (ASAP).  
● BC Water Funders Collaborative to explore opportunities to engage with MoE/FLNRO 

collaboratively on water monitoring issues (early 2017) 
● Canadian Freshwater Alliance to follow up with MoE on public engagement process 

around the policy and regulatory development (ASAP). 
● Watershed Watch to follow-up with MoE/FLNRO on flood control structures in the Fraser 

Valley  
● POLIS to follow up with MoE on environmental flows regulation content (early 2017)  
● Workshop hosts to send response to government’s update through a balanced letter 

which identifies the 5 priorities collectively identified during workshop. (Dec 2016) 
● Proposal made for an Op-Ed on the need for “fairness” in WSA implementation with 

respect to First Nations rights. (Volunteer welcome – TBD) 

Sustainable 
Funding 
Update 

● Explore supporting campaign and communications strategy around BCWF’s Water 
Sustainability Trust (ongoing) 

● FNFC and Sustainable Funding for Watershed Governance Initiative coordinating to 
explore opportunities regarding First Nations funding mechanisms. (next 6 months) 

E-Flows 
Update 

● In reporting out letter to Province, highlight that a regulation is needed and that POLIS 
and others will work with the Province to identify the necessary elements of a robust 
environmental flows regulation. (Dec 2016) 

● In short term, support First Nations who wish to establish and define environmental 
flow and critical flow levels, and call on the Province to protect environmental flows 
through a presumptive standard established in regulation. (All, ongoing) 

Keeping 
Water on the 
Agenda 

● See Appendix 2: Summary of Group Exercise. 
● CFA hiring a provincial campaigner (ASAP) 
● CFA, POLIS and Watershed Watch to meet after workshop to discuss opportunity for 2-

day intensive campaign strategy workshop (Early 2017) 

Indigenous 
Law, 
Planning & 
Capacity 
Building 

 Support opportunities identified in CIER and FNFC Opportunities Brief (all, ongoing) 
 Opportunities to support First Nations’ technical capacity (e.g. monitoring) (all, ongoing) 
 Support peer-to-peer learning forums: e.g. invite a higher-capacity community(ies) that 

has made water planning and water laws a priority to share learnings with a lower-
capacity community(ies). POLIS, FNFC & Collaborative to explore a potential peer-to-
peer workshop to profile some of the Indigenous-led governance law/planning initiatives 
with a mix of First Nations, funders and water leaders. (next 6 months)  

 Co-hosts continue to re-evaluate how First Nations can be better involved in the 
water leaders workshops and meetings: continue to hold a space for UBCIC & 
BCAFN at this table; invite communities that are advancing water plans/laws to share 
learnings with this group; potentially explore co-hosting with First Nations Fisheries 
Council to attract a different cohort.  

 Ensure all communications to the Province highlight that First Nations 
consultation has been and continues to be inadequate. (everyone, ongoing) 

Pooling 
Water 
Knowledge 

● Highlight concerns about reduced scope of state of our water reporting in letter to 
government  

● Explore linkages to a potential water issue atlas (POLIS, next 6 months) 
● POLIS WSP webinar on monitoring December 5 
● Collaborative to explore opportunity to bring freshwater community together with 

Province for water monitoring workshop (2017) 
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