
Newsletter

This spring marks an important milestone for British Columbia 
as the new Water Sustainability Act was brought into force in 
February along with the new groundwater regulations.  For 
the first time, those who use groundwater for non-domestic 
purposes will require a water licence and pay fees and annual 
water rentals just like surface water users. However, for existing 
groundwater users, the regulations provide a 3-year transition 
period in which to apply for a licence. 

Our spring newsletter features recent commentary regarding the 
implementation of the Act by the Ministry of the Environment 
as well as from several water leaders.  In addition, this issue 
provides an update on several ongoing initiatives catalyzed by 
the BC Water Funders Collaborative as well as recent projects 
undertaken by individual funders which provide opportunities 
for collaborative or matching funding. You will also find updates 
on key water leader activities and upcoming events related to 
the interests of BC Water Funders Collaborative. 
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water sustainability act implementation commentary

Policy Buzz

POLIS Water Sustainability Project: 
Oliver Brandes & Rosie Simms, Opinion: 
BC’s Water Law Finally Enters the 21st 
Century, Ottawa Citizen (March 19, 2016) 
http://bit.ly/1WzUi5M

The BC Government updates on the WSA and the full text of the WSA and initial set of 
regulations can be found here: http://bit.ly/1Uv9Lmy

Water Wealth Project: 
•  “’Bizarre’ clause in new B.C. water legislation raises concerns” by Dan 

Fumano (April 5, 2016)   http://bit.ly/1qAn0qH
•  Ian Stephen: “Water Rates are key to protect this precious resource” 

Vancouver Sun (March 4, 2016)   http://bit.ly/1r9O9S6                       

Watershed Watch Salmon Society:
•  Tanis Gower: “Water Wise: Water Sustainability Act a good start” Comox 

Valley Record (March 2, 2016)   http://bit.ly/1YCOveq
•  Craig Orr: “Provincial water act should do more to protect flows” (March 

31, 2016)   http://bit.ly/23GPGAp

Blewett Conservation Society: 
“Blewett residents question bottled water extraction” by Bill Metcalfe, 
Nelson Star (March 9, 2016) http://bit.ly/1Vc9Du0

government update

Our Water BC: Working Together for a #strongWSA http://ourwaterbc.ca/
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Collaborative Updates
BC Water Funders Collaborative Core Funding for 2016 Annual Plan:  
The Collaborative completed its second annual plan on March 31, 2016. Last year, core funding was provided 
by the Glasswaters Foundation, Tides Canada (Moore Foundation), Pacific Salmon Foundation, REFBC, 
Sitka Foundation, Tides Canada (Dragonfly) and Vancouver Foundation. A new 2016 annual plan requires 
additional funding to maintain the momentum of the Collaborative for this year. Funding applications 
have been submitted to REFBC, Tides Canada (Moore Fund) and Tides Canada (Dragonlfy Fund).  An 
additional $10,000 is required for the core budget for 2016. For more information about the 2016 Annual 
Plan & Budget and flexible funding mechanisms, please contact Leanne Sexsmith at Leanne@refbc.com or 
Jennifer_archer@shaw.ca    

BC Freshwater Legacy Fund: 
In 2015, members of the BC Water Funders Collaborative established the BC Freshwater Legacy Fund to 
support strategic initiatives that foster freshwater protection in British Columbia over the next 5 years.  The 
Real Estate Foundation of British Columbia and the Gordon and Betty Moore Foundation, are partnering 
with Tides Canada Foundation to provide seed investments to the Fund.  So far, in-principle commitments 
totalling $2 million have been earmarked for the Fund with initial grants expected to be made in Summer/
Fall 2016.  The BC Ministry of the Environment has recently expressed interest in exploring a partnership 
with the BC Water Funders Collaborative to further develop this multi-year Freshwater Legacy Fund. The 
Fund Advisory Committee will be advised by Tim Morris, as Project Director for the Legacy Fund initiative, 
and will draw from expertise and knowledge of the BC Water Funders Collaborative and an informal 
network of advisors.

Sustainable Funding Taskforce: 
In July 2015, a catalysing workshop was convened by the Ministry of the Environment and REFBC to 
explore opportunities for sustainable funding of watershed governance. As a result of that roundtable, 
the Sustainable Funding for Watershed Governance Initiative was conceived.  A $5000 contribution 
from the Water Funders Collaborative leveraged an additional $35,000 from the Ministry of the 
Environment and POLIS Water Sustainability Project.  A project coordinator has been hired who will 
coordinate and lead the efforts of the Task Force. The goals of the initiative are to:
1.    improve knowledge about both existing and new mechanisms to fund watershed governance, 

protection and management activities;
2.    test funding models on a pilot project basis by applying them in specific watersheds in support 

of specific watershed governance processes; and,
3.     transfer/share knowledge about funding watershed governance activities to other communities 

and watersheds across the province.
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Funders’ Corner 
This Funders’ Corner section allows funders to lets other funders know 

what freshwater projects they are funding and any projects that they 
think might be of interest to other funders. Please feel free to email 

updates to Tim Morris (tim@morris-consulting.ca) or Jennifer Archer  
( jennifer_archer@shaw.ca) throughout the year. We will prioritize 

projects that have a clear connection to freshwater protection and the 
mandate of the BC Water Funders Collaborative.

Environmental Flow Needs Study: In February 2016, OBWB secured 
a $397,000 grant through the federal Gas Tax Fund to better understand 
water needs in the region.  The funding will support a two-year study to 
look at Environmental Flows Needs (EFNs) – the needs of fish and aquatic 
ecosystems in the Okanagan. The work will be a partnership between 
the OBWB and Okanagan Nation Alliance’s (ONA) Fisheries Department 
and the B.C. Ministry of Forests, Lands and Natural Resource Operations 
(FLNRO). See: http://bit.ly/1MD4d8H

okanagan basin water board 

UNINTERRUPTED (Mike Meneer, Pacific Salmon Foundation): UNINTERRUPTED 
is a cinematic spectacle designed to bring the heart of BC’s Adams River into the heart of 
Vancouver.  This large scale public art installation will project images of the Adams River 
migration on to Vancouver’s Cambie Street bridge. 
See: https://www.psf.ca/what-we-do/bringing-uninterrupted-heart-vancouver 
The project requires additional funds to purchase projectors which will then be given to 
the City.  The duration and scale of the project will depend on funding received.  For more 
information, please contact Mike Meneer at mmeneer@PSF.CA

Pacific Salmon Foundation

March Grants Approved: REFBC approved $1,105,166 in funding for 18 projects that support sustainable land 
use in British Columbia. This included a grant of $168,734 to the University of Victoria, Faculty of Law, for “Water 
Laws: Lessons from Indigenous and Colonial Stewardship.”  The full list of grants is available on our website. 

The deadline for our next intake of General Grant 
applications is Sept. 8, 2016. 
For details, visit our grants page:
http://bit.ly/23GS1Lw
or contact Nick Davies, Grants Coordinator, 
at nick@refbc.com 

BC Climate Leadership Plan Submission: On March 23, 2016, REFBC shared comments and recommendations 
for the second round of consultation on the BC Government’s forthcoming Climate Leadership Plan (CLP). REFBC’s 
second-round submission includes a cover letter addressed to Minister of Environment, Mary Polak, as well as a 
package of ten recommendations for integrating transportation and land use planning. http://bit.ly/23QZYKN

real estate foundation of bc
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This report provides an analysis of the new Water Sustainability Act and the core 
regulations required to bring its sustainable aspects into full effect. It outlines 
leading best practices from around the globe and offers recommendations for 
WSA regulation development in five key areas: (1) Groundwater licensing; (2) 
Environmental flows; (3) Monitoring and reporting; (4) Water objectives; and (5) 
Planning and governance. http://bit.ly/23SwsnQ
Also see:  •  Webinar: AWASH with Opportunity, Oliver Brandes & Rosie Simms 

(January 2016)    http://bit.ly/1MDagtD
      •  Rosie Simms Discusses Opportunities in BC’s New Water Law on 

Vancouver Co-op Radio (Audio Recording) (February 15, 2016)    
http://bit.ly/1S5uNrh

Water Leader Updates

Fraser Basin Council: Nechako River Roundtable Launch (October 21 & 22)
Fraser Basin Council celebrated the launch of the Nechako Watershed Roundtable 
on October 21 and the Roundtable's first business meeting on October 22, both 
at UNBC in Prince George. http://bit.ly/1ra4Ywo
A report on these two events is now available at:   http://bit.ly/1qTVTav  

First Nations Fisheries Council & Centre for Indigenous Environmental Resources: 
The Centre for Indigenous Environmental Resources and First Nations Fisheries Council of BC have partnered on a 
project to undertake a systematic review of indigenous watershed initiatives and co-governance arrangements 

to contribute to shaping the future of watershed planning and a new British Columbia (BC) 
watershed governance regime. The results will be shared and verified at an upcoming FNFC 
Water Planning and Governance Workshop on April 26-27 at which time the participants will 
review, verify the results and determine what information should be communicated and how.
On March 30th, CIER & FNFC provided an update of the initiative at a BC Water Funders Lunch 
‘n Learn Webinar. A recording or the webinar is available at   https://vimeo.com/160947018 
(Password: bcwater). 

Polis Water Sustainability Project:

Webinar “Environmental Flows and the Future of Healthy Watersheds: Towards Protection 
in Canada and B.C." (Oct 14, 2015) 
The webinar recording and a PDF of the speakers’ slides are also available on the POLIS website, and may be accessed 
here: http://bit.ly/1SUZgVd

Awash with Opportunity: Ensuring the Sustainability of British 
Columbia’s New Water Law (Nov 2015)  
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For more information about any items in this 
newsletter or to submit information you would like 

to share, please contact:
Jennifer Archer - jennifer_archer@shaw.ca

Tim Morris - tim@morris-consulting.ca

Upcoming Events
Canadian Environmental Grantmakers Network 2016 Conference, Parksville, BC 

June 7-9
“A Changing Canada: Culture, Conservation, and Philanthropy” 

Vancouver Island, British Columbia, Tigh-Na-Mara Seaside Spa Resort and Conference Centre
http://www.cegn.org/connect/conference/ 

Freshwater Alliance Living Waters Rally, Vancouver, BC  
Sept 27-30

http://freshwateralliance.ca

Watersheds B.C. 2016 Conference, Vancouver, BC
Sept 30-Oct 1

West Coast Environmental Law: 
E-Flows Statement of Expectations Update (Nov 2015)
The Statement of Expectations on the need for an Environmental Flows Regulation was sent to the 
two Ministers.   The SoE on flows has been posted on the WCEL website: http://bit.ly/1SgvOJA
Also see WCEL two blogs:  one is on the SoE and need for an eflows regulation:, and the other is 
on the Tsea Lake/Nexen EAB decision:   http://bit.ly/1MDhWfx    &    http://bit.ly/1NxhaeW

“Scaling up the Fisheries Act: Restoring lost protections and incorporating modern safeguards” 
(March 2016).
WCEL launched a new report by Linda Nowlan, and are doing a major social media push. 
1) The new report, ‘Scaling up the Fisheries Act’   http://bit.ly/22wP4g8
2) A blog about the report by Linda Nowlan        http://bit.ly/1VGHEl8
3)  The open letter from 48 signees http://bit.ly/1RAbvM8 calling on Minister Hunter Tootoo to improve the Fisheries 

Act
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