
Water Leaders Updates Brief 
Fall 2019  

 
Overview: This Brief includes highlights from BC freshwater initiatives from the past 6 months, 
organized in four thematic areas:  
• Policy 
• Indigenous-led initiatives and watershed governance 
• Pooling water knowledge 
• People/Keeping Water on the Agenda  
 
Please note this document only captures those updates/activities provided in advance of the meeting 
and is not an exhaustive or comprehensive scan of activities underway.  
 
 

Policy 
 
• *See “Water Pulse” Newsletter in readings package summarizing several important policy 

updates over the summer including the Auditor General Drinking Water Audit and the 
Preliminary Climate Risk Assessment report. 

• Water Leaders Budget 2020 Submission: https://poliswaterproject.org/polis-research-
publication/b-c-water-leaders-submission-to-the-b-c-budget-2020-consultation/   

 
POLIS Water Sustainability Project 
• Innovation Brief on Water Sustainability Plans (D Curran and O Brandes) 
• Response to Forest Range and Practices Act Improvement Initiative Discussion Paper: This 

submission identifies opportunities to ensure a renewed FRPA provides robust protection for 
watersheds, enhances water sustainability, and builds local ecological, community, and 
economic resilience. See https://poliswaterproject.org/polis-research-publication/polis-
response-to-forest-range-and-practices-act-improvement-initiative-discussion-paper/   

• Current research on water-focussed land use planning and local government and watershed 
governance. 

• Oct 7th – Water Leaders and Provincial Government Dialogue and Exchange – notes to be 
circulated  

• Ongoing role in Hullcar aquifer and source water protection files 
• Early planning for Watersheds 2020 forum 
 

Indigenous-led Initiatives & Watershed Governance 
 
First Nations Fisheries Council 
• Ongoing work with the BC MoECCS to advance Water Sustainability Act First Nations 

Engagement Framework. (see readings package) 
• Release of Discussion Paper on Environmental Flow Needs and Aboriginal Water Rights 
• Launch of First Nations Regional Water Roundtable pilots in Lower Fraser and Skeena  
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Sustainable Funding for Watershed Governance Initiative (SFWGI) 
• Wrapping up communications projects - pilot project case studies, 2 other case studies on 

sustainable funding, updated sustainable funding mechanisms, lessons learned 
• A workshop titled - Sustainable Funding for Watershed Resilience, was held for local government 

officials on September 23rd during UBCM  
• As of December, SFWGI will be delivered through Watersheds BC 
 
Centre for Indigenous Environmental Resources/POLIS:  
Report Handbook for Water Champions: Strengthening Decision-Making and Collaboration for 
Healthy Watersheds. This handbook is a practical guide intended for local groups, collaborative 
organizations, and Indigenous and Crown governments seeking to better understand watershed 
governance. It offers guidance on how to work with different partners, as well as the steps needed 
to build effective collaborative watershed initiatives. See https://poliswaterproject.org/polis-
research-publication/handbook-water-champions/ to download.   
 
West Coast Environmental Law 
In 2019 water governance is one of three priority themes for West Coast Environmental Law's 
RELAW (Revitalizing Indigenous Law for Land, Air, and Water) initiative. This focused work has been 
principally with two partners: 
• The Lower Fraser Fisheries Alliance: A report summarizing Indigenous law principles related to 

watershed management and fisheries governance in the Lower Fraser is in draft form and will 
inform dialogue sessions among the 30 member nations of the Lower Fraser Fisheries Alliance 
scheduled for October-November 2019. WCEL anticipates that the outcome of the dialogues, 
which will focus on priority actions to apply Indigenous law principles to improve watershed 
management and fisheries governance in the Lower Fraser, will inform future work plans and 
funding priorities. 

• St’át’imc Chiefs Council: Building upon a previously completed summary of St’át’imc legal 
principles related to environmental and water governance, in 2019 the St’át’imc RELAW team 
has held a series of water forums in various St’át’imc communities and on the land to deepen 
understanding of St’át’imc values, relationships and responsibilities related to water as part of 
the process of developing St’át’imc regulatory requirements for water, including watershed 
planning.1 

 
 
 
 
 
 

                                                           
1  Revitalizing Indigenous Law for Land, Air and Water: St’át’imc Legal Traditions: 
https://www.wcel.org/publication/revitalizing-indigenous-law-land-air-and-water-statimc-legal-traditions-report  
St’át’imc Legal Traditions Summary Report: 
https://www.wcel.org/sites/default/files/publications/2018_statimc_relaw_summaryreport_final_web.pdf 
 Revitalizing St’át’imc Law for Land, Air and Water: Telling the RELAW Story: https://www.wcel.org/publication/revitalizing-
statimc-law-land-air-and-water-telling-relaw-story 
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People 
 
Canadian Freshwater Alliance 
• Mobilizing and supporting Our Water BC members and others on a joint call to the Province for a 

Water Sustainability Fund.  
• Key success: Over a dozen presentations to the Standing Committee on Finance and Government 

Services in communities across B.C. resulting in Recommendation #28 of the Budget 
Consultation Report 2020 calling for a fund to support water protection efforts - continued work 
meeting MLAs and supporting other groups to meet with their MLAs across the province 
regarding the fund. See https://www.leg.bc.ca/content/CommitteeDocuments/41st-
parliament/4th-session/fgs/reports/FGS_41-2-2_Budget-2020-Consultation-Report_2019-08-
07.pdf    

• Support in the development of the Code Blue BC digital campaign  
See www.codebluebc.ca    

• Expanding the Our Water BC Network  
See https://www.freshwateralliance.ca/our_water_bc    

• Supporting Merville Water Guardians on their ask municipalities to support the UBCM resolution 
to stop issuing licenses for the extraction and export of groundwater for commercial bottling. 
Seeehttps://www.freshwateralliance.ca/owbc_write_your_local_officials_end_groundwater_bo
ttling (over 2700 letters written) 

 
Watershed Watch Salmon Society 
• “Tapped Out” Report Release – highlighting water scarcity in B.C.   

See https://watershedwatch.ca/wp-content/uploads/2019/09/2019-09-24-Tapped-Out-RGB.pdf 
and CTV story here: https://vancouverisland.ctvnews.ca/mobile/b-c-water-stress-report-calls-
for-increased-safeguards-to-protect-people-salmon-1.4610548?cache=yes?clipid=104056  

• June 2019 Connected Water approved for DFO’s BC Salmon Restoration Innovation Fund (with 
Tides Canada). See https://watershedwatch.ca/connected-waters-project-receives-federal-
funding/  

• Collaborating on Code Blue BC campaign development 
 

Pooling Water Knowledge 
 
Okanagan Basin Water Board 
• Okanagan Environmental Flow initiative on track to be completed.   
• Fall 2019 Okanagan Flood Modelling project 
• New Okanagan basin Raven model under development  
• Sub-basin hydrometric modelling project  
• New Raven models under development   
• Okanagan Flood mapping workshop (October 2)   
• Water Stewardship Council monthly meetings: Water quality stressors in multi-use watersheds 

(September); Agriculture water reserve policy and science (October) 
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Living Lakes Canada 
• Kootenay Lake Partnership: a government-to-government, multi-agency initiative chaired by 

Living Lakes Canada, that aims to develop integrated, collaborative approaches to lake 
management. The partnership recently completed a Sensitive Habitat Inventory Mapping (SHIM) 
project for the entire lake.  
See shoreline management guidelines at http://kootenaylakepartnership.com/wp-
content/uploads/2018/08/Kootenay-Lake-Guidance-Document-FINAL-June-6-2018.pdf 
For more information on the Kootenay Lake Partnership, visit 
www.kootenaylakepartnership.com. 

• Upper Columbia Basin Groundwater Monitoring Program: Its goal is to help effectively manage 
and protect groundwater resources by (1) Filling important knowledge gaps about groundwater 
resources; (2) Providing information to decision-makers to assist with land use and water 
planning for sustainable and water smart communities; and (3) Engaging citizens to develop 
groundwater knowledge and conservation ethic. 
o A recent study on Water Monitoring and Climate Change in the Upper Columbia Basin 

suggests that changing climate conditions may increase the importance of groundwater for 
maintaining base stream flows in the Columbia Basin. 

o Groundwater level data collected as part of the Living Lakes Canada Groundwater 
Monitoring Program is now available on the “Real-time Water Data” tool 

o Individuals can upload data they would like to share at the following webpage 
https://www2.gov.bc.ca/gov/content/environment/air-land-water/water/water-science-
data/water-data-tools/real-time-water-data-reporting/water-data-submission 

• Columbia Basin Data Hub and monitoring framework: On November 20, 2018 in Cranbrook, 
B.C., Living Lakes Canada hosted an inaugural in-person Steering Committee meeting where 
participants brainstormed and shared content from their expert backgrounds to help develop 
the Columbia Basin Water Monitoring Framework and Data Hub Initiative. The committee’s 
feedback will be incorporated to ensure outcomes are reflective of the diverse groups 
represented. The Collaborative guidance document will be published by September 2019 once 
the final draft has been reviewed. 

• STREAM eDNA Data Sequencing:  STREAM (Sequencing the Rivers for Environmental 
Assessment and Monitoring) DNA, is a community-based project which involves the collection of 
eDNA from rivers across Canada. STREAM is a collaboration between Living Lakes Canada (LLC) 
World Wildlife Fund (WWF) Canada, Environment and Climate Change Canada (ECCC) and the 
University of Guelph. 

     See more information on this partnership, please read the full article here: 
https://livinglakescanada.ca/new-multi-million-dollar-partnership-to-revolutionize-freshwater-
monitoring/ 
See more information on the CABIN protocol and biomonitoring, here: 
https://www.canada.ca/en/environment-climate-change/services/canadian-aquatic-
biomonitoring-network.html 

• CBWN Roundtable: the goal of the Roundtable was to bring together Indigenous and non-
Indigenous community members, academia, all levels of government, First Nations and industry 
that are involved or interested in community-based water monitoring (CBWN). A recent National 
scan conducted by LLC, SFU and U of Acadia, showed that CBWM has grown 3-fold within 10 
years (see a summary of the report’s highlights here). 
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See the Roundtable discussion paper here: 
https://livinglakescanada.ca/wp-content/uploads/2019/04/CBWM-Discussion-Paper.pdf 
The final recommendations of the Roundtable discussion can be found here: 
https://livinglakescanada.ca/wp-content/uploads/2019/04/CBWM-Roundtable-
Recommendations-Final-Single-Page.pdf 

• Sensitive Habitat Inventory Mapping (SHIM): a methodology developed by Fisheries and Ocean 
Canada. It provides decision-makers, planners, developers, landowners and government 
agencies with the tools required to make sustainable foreshore development and land-use 
decisions that take into account cumulative impacts on fish and wildlife habitats. The resulting 
Shoreline Management Guidelines help direct shoreline development such as docks, retaining 
walls, and marinas in a manner that will protect the areas of highest ecological value, and 
provide local, provincial and federal governments with the tools to make sustainable land-use 
decisions. 

• Conservation and management for the Columbia Wetlands: the Columbia Wetland System is 
one largest wetland complexes in British Columbia and provides important ecological services to 
the Columbia Valley and beyond. The land tenure is complex mix of public and private lands. As a 
result of ecological importance of the Columbia Wetlands and the variety of land tenures, their 
management is multifaceted involving many different jurisdictions. The Columbia Wetlands 
Stewardship Partnership (CWSP) has compiled a database of reports related to the Columbia 
Wetlands. The database and this management plan review have identified almost 100 
management plans related to the Columbia Wetlands. 
See the Synthesis of Local and Regional Conservation & Management Goals & Objectives for the 
Columbia Wetlands https://livinglakescanada.ca/wp-content/uploads/2019/04/Synthesis-of-
Local-and-Regional-Management-Plans_Feb-24-2018-1.pdf 

 
Fraser Basin Council 
• Work underway in the Shuswap and Nicola watersheds, as well as Thompson River Flood 

initiatives.  
      Visit www.shuswapwater.ca, www.nicolaplan.ca and www.thompsonflood.ca  
 
 

UPCOMING EVENTS/RESOURCE OF NOTE 
 

• Code Blue BC - www.codebluebc.ca 
• Oct 22-23, 2019 - North West Territories Water Strategy Workshop - 

https://www.nwtwaterstewardship.ca/fr/node/232 
• Oct 23-24, 2019 - CABIN Science Forum - 

https://www.canada.ca/en/environment-climate-change/services/canadian-aquatic-
biomonitoring-network/news-events/science-forum.html 

• November 11-15, 2019 - North American Lake Monitoring Conference - 
https://www.nalms.org/nalms2019/ 
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