
Newsletter

There is a lot of positive momentum for freshwater protection in 
British Columbia as we head into the Fall!  With the BC Water Sustainability 
Act coming into force early this year, this is now a critical time for 
policy implementation in a range of areas, including environmental 
flows, watershed governance and monitoring/reporting. With a new 
government mandate only a few months away, this is also an important 
time for keeping water on the agenda. 

A very successful week of water events in Vancouver added to this 
momentum with the Living Waters Rally bringing together grassroots 
organizations from across the country, followed by Watersheds 2016. 
The second biennial Watersheds event re-convened BC’s watershed 
stewards, leaders and governance experts to inspire, build capacity and 
advance watershed governance in the province. There will be more on the 
outcomes of this event in the next Newsletter!

Our fall newsletter features updates regarding BC Water Funders 
Collaborative initiatives, updates on key water funder and leader funder 
activities and upcoming events related to the interests of BC Water 
Funders Collaborative. 
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water sustainability act implementation commentary

Policy Buzz

 “Opinion: Protect our most 
precious resource or we’re all 
dead in the water” by Oliver M. 
Brandes and Rosie Simms 
(August 24, 2016)  
http://bit.ly/2ep6KTE

The Water Sustainability Act and an initial set of regulations came into force on February 
29, 2016.  The BC Government updates on the WSA and the full text of the WSA and 
initial set of regulations can be found here:  http://bit.ly/1Qih0eH

government update

In response to media attention and pressure from the water community, the Provincial Government amended 
those regulations on April 14, 2016 through Order in Council #233 to address a potential loophole in the 
consideration of environmental flow needs. See:  http://bit.ly/2dxxRP2

“Opinion: Water Act less than it 
seems” by Tanis Gower 
(June 1, 2016) 
http://bit.ly/23h3n4Q

“Bizarre clause in new B.C. water 
legislation raises concerns” by 
Dan Fumano 
(April 5, 2016) 
http://bit.ly/1qAn0qH

Funders’ Corner 
This Funders’ Corner section allows funders to lets other funders know 

what freshwater projects they are funding and any projects that they think 
might be of interest to other funders. Please feel free to email updates 

to Tim Morris (tim@morris-consulting.ca) or Jennifer Archer  ( jennifer_
archer@shaw.ca) throughout the year. We will prioritize projects that 

have a clear connection to freshwater protection and the mandate of the 
BC Water Funders Collaborative.

Drops in the Soil, Not in the Bucket: The Case for Borderless Indigenous Philanthropy by Evelyn Arce and 
James Stauch (July 4, 2016)   
http://bit.ly/2blLrlS

THE PHILANTHROPISt 
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Collaborative Updates
BC Water Funders Collaborative Funding Options for the 2017 Annual Plan  
Earlier this year, the Collaborative transitioned to a new Annual Plan based on the calendar year (rather than 
April to April). Accordingly, you will receive the members e-survey and an evaluation report at the conclusion 
of 2016, and the 2017 Annual Plan will commence in January.  While membership in the Collaborative is 
free, the Collaborative’s activities are sustained solely through the financial contributions of its member 
organizations.  This year there will be two ways to become a Sustaining Member of the Collaborative, either 
through (i) Sustaining Membership Grants or (ii) Optional Membership Fees. Further information regarding 
the 2017 Annual Plan and the new membership fees option will be sent out later this Fall. In the interim, if 
you would like more information about the 2017 Annual Plan & Budget and funding options, please contact 
Leanne Sexsmith at Leanne@refbc.com or Jennifer_archer@shaw.ca    

BC Freshwater Legacy Fund  
The Real Estate Foundation of British Columbia and the Gordon and Betty Moore Foundation, have partnered 
with Tides Canada Foundation to make commitments totalling $2 million for the BC Freshwater Legacy 
Fund.  Over the last several months, the Legacy Fund team has been developing the goals and strategies 
for the use of these funds. The team has also been exploring a partnership with the BC Ministry of the 
Environment and the BC Ministry of Forests, Lands and Natural Resources to further develop the initiative 
and grow the Fund. Initial grants have supported the continuing work of the Task Force for Sustainable 
Funding of Watershed Governance, and seed support for Cowichan Tribes and Cowichan Watershed Board. 
It is anticipated that the Fund will invest in at least 3 pilot projects for watershed governance over the 
next 3-5 years as well as catalyze capacity building programs to support leadership, training and skills 
development in watershed governance in pilot regions and beyond. If you would like more information 
about the BC Freshwater Legacy Fund, please contact tim@morris-consulting.ca

NEW Water Monitoring Working Group Proposal 
At the April 2016 Workshop of the BC Water Funders Collaborative, several funders indicated their 
interest in a working group on opportunities related to water monitoring, including state of the 
watershed reporting, community based monitoring, water monitoring technology and province-
wide guidelines regarding data collection and accessibility. The Collaborative has expressed particular 
interest in exploring water monitoring reporting within the context of Indigenous water planning and 
co-governance models. In August, several funders convened for a discussion regarding next steps, 
which include a proposed workshop to catalyze collaborative discussions on this topic. If you are 
interested in joining future discussions regarding water monitoring in BC please contact 
Jennifer_archer@shaw.ca
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The Task Force now includes: Real Estate Foundation BC, BC Ministry of Environment, POLIS Water Sustainability 
Project, Fraser Basin Council, BC Water Funders Collaborative, First Nations Fisheries Council, Private Forest 
Landowners Association, and Local Government. The Initiative is coordinated by Zita Botelho, Project Coordinator, 
who will lead the efforts of the Task Force. The goals of the initiative are to: 
1.  improve knowledge about both existing and new mechanisms to fund watershed governance, protection and 

management activities;
2. test funding models on a pilot project basis by applying them in specific watersheds; and,
3.  transfer/share knowledge about funding watershed governance activities to other communities and watersheds 

across.
The Task Force initiated a screening process of collaborative watershed governance organizations to begin the pilot 
project selection.  There have been two expressions of interest (EOI) submitted, one by the Nechako Watershed 
Roundtable and another from the Cowichan Watershed Society.  The Task Force anticipates kicking off the first pilot 
project later this fall.  For more information, please contact zita@zitabotelhoconsulting.com

Sustainable Funding for Watershed Governance Task Force Initiative

Water Leader Updates

http://poliswaterproject.org/illumination
Through an extensive investigation involving interviews, surveys, and a First Nations roundtable, 
this study illuminates the practical needs and capacities required to implement watershed 
governance in B.C. Key findings and critical insights include that the current system of water 
management and governance is not working, and that collaborative watershed governance is 
critical for better decision-making. 

Polis Water Sustainability Project:
Illumination: Insights and Perspectives for Building Effective Watershed 
Governance in BC by Oliver M. Brandes & Tim Morris (June 2016)  

Top 5 Water Challenges That Will Define British Columbia’s Future, Oliver M. Brandes and 
Rosie Simms (September 2016) 
http://poliswaterproject.org/topfivechallenges 
Drawing on an extensive review of media, court and tribunal cases, and insights from attending over 100 recent 
events related to water issues, this report documents dozens of examples of why and where critical water issues exist 
in the province’s watersheds. It focuses on 5 key issues: (1) Building resilience to droughts & floods; (2) Sustaining 
water for nature; (3) Understanding the state of B.C.’s watersheds; (4) Protecting water quality for drinking, swimming 
& fishing and (5) Reconciling the water-energy nexus. The report also suggests possible solutions to these five water 
challenges to create water security and sustainability over the coming years.      
Media Coverage: Vancouver Sun, Report urges BC planning on water, by Rob Shaw (Sept 15, 2016) 
http://bit.ly/2cOj3LR

The webinar recording and the speakers’ slides are available on the POLIS website and may be accessed here: 
http://www.poliswaterproject.org/webinar/895         

Webinar “Evolving Watershed Governance in BC: New Research & Initiatives” (June 21, 2016). 
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Fraser Basin Council: Nechako River Roundtable in the News August 2016
Theresa Fresco of FBC’s Upper Fraser office talks about the work of 
the Nechako Watershed Roundtable in an August 2016 interview with 
Cheryl Jahn of CKPG News. 
http://bit.ly/2eN4o5n

WWF-Canada and the POLIS Project on Ecological Governance
http://bit.ly/2eedoyB
Forum on Environmental Flow Needs in British 
Columbia. Hosts’ Statement and Summary 
(August 2016)   

 Over 7 years, this partnership will create a replicable 
community water monitoring protocol across the Arctic Basin and mobilize the results to solve challenging water 
problems. Bringing together some of North America’s leading water scientists with Indigenous communities, it will create 
a “network of networks” for community water monitors, academics, concerned citizens, and policy experts to address an 
acute gap in water data collection and governance in Canada. See: http://bit.ly/2etf8oc 

“Whose input counts? Public consultation and the BC Water Sustainability Act” by Ashlee 
Jollymore, Kiely McFarlane and Leila M. Harris (24 August 2016) 
See: http://bit.ly/2dYBFIi

 
“Navigating the tensions in collaborative watershed governance: Water governance and 
Indigenous communities in British Columbia, Canada” by Rosie Simms, Leila Harris, Nadia 
Joe and Karen Bakker (2016) See: http://bit.ly/2ehz4YS

University of British Columbia Program on Water Governance

Project Description, Sustainable Water 
Governance and Indigenous Law (Karen 
Bakker, Principal Investigator)
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For more information about any items in this 
newsletter or to submit information you would like 

to share, please contact:
Jennifer Archer - jennifer_archer@shaw.ca

Tim Morris - tim@morris-consulting.ca

BC Water Funders
COLLABORATIVE

Upcoming Events
Joint Water Funders & Water Leaders Fall Strategic Workshop & Retreat 

(Sidney BC)
November 23-24

At the Spring Workshop, funders expressed an interest in convening a joint workshop with water leaders to bring 
funders and leaders together to discuss progress, alignment and gaps/needs.  As such, we have been coordinating 

with the water leaders network to co-host a 1.5 day joint strategic workshop and retreat in place of our regular 
fall workshop.     

At the Spring Workshop, funders expressed an interest in convening a joint workshop with water leaders in place of 
our regular fall Collaborative workshop to further build upon and support the development of collaborative strategies 

and efforts. On November 23rd and 24th, a joint strategic workshop is being co-hosted by the BC Water Funders 
Collaborative and POLIS Water Sustainability Project in Sidney, B.C. to discuss progress on several recent initiatives, 
alignment on key priorities, and gaps/needs.   This workshop will bring together key water leaders and funders to 

share and learn about current strategic efforts to advance freshwater protection in B.C. and to discuss opportunities 
to build upon and strengthen those efforts.

Given the nature of the strategic workshop, the event has been capped at 35 participants. Registration for the 
workshop is now full.   A summary of the proceedings will be communicated to the entire Collaborative.   

University of Victoria Indigenous Water Law Project 
Indigenous water law project receives $350K in funding (Sept 2016) 
UVic Law faculty members Deborah Curran and Val Napoleon have received $350,000 in funding 
from SSHRC and the Real Estate Foundation of BC for a three year project on the critical issue 
of BC’s water laws. The project, Water Laws: Lessons from Indigenous and Colonial Stewardship, 
will focus on three regions of the province where water use is at issue - the Similkameen Valley, 
the Cowichan Valley of eastern Vancouver Island, and the Nemiah Valley in the Chilcotin. See:   
http://bit.ly/2eeAc0X   
Media: Times Colonist, Cowichan part of new look at the future of our waters by Sarah 
Petrescu (June 18, 2016) http://bit.ly/2eBBwh8
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